
The evening was rounded out by live music performed by 
Bradford Laverriere and Freddy Dame Jr. in the Pepperell 
Mill Event Space which was donated by Doug Sanford and 
Scott Thibeau.  Biddeford's 5th grade students donated 
hand-made and decorated clay bowls to be taken home by 
guests.   

 

"The Community Soup-er accomplishes so many 
complementary goals. Breaking bread (or biscuits) together 
builds community," said HOB Executive Director, Delilah 
Poupore.  "And the proceeds went to an organization, Seeds 
of Hope, that is essential to Biddeford and surrounding 
communities".  

“We are deeply grateful to Heart of Biddeford, the local 
restaurants and other contributors, and to the community 
for your support. It means so much to us.”  Debbie Lamb, 
SOH Board President. 

DONOR SPOTLIGHT  

Saco & Biddeford Savings Institution 

From the very beginning, Seeds of Hope has counted 
Saco & Biddeford Savings Institution among its 
supporters. Their commitment to supporting 
the communities they serve is well known. 

Recently we met with Amanda Lutz, Community 
Relations Assistant for Saco & Biddeford Savings. When 
asked about the nearly decade long involvement with 
Seeds of Hope, Lutz replied, "We are proud to have 
supported Seeds of Hope since they opened their doors 
in 2008. They not only offer a friendly environment for 
neighbors in need, but offer an array of resources for 
those seeking to enter the workforce. Having visited 
Seeds of Hope, I was able to personally see the strong 
bond, passion and devotion the volunteers and neighbors 
have with one another.  It’s truly a welcoming 
organization with a family atmosphere, advocating for 
those in need.  We hope our community continues to 
support this wonderful organization."  

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

The "Teddy Bear Toss" was a first at University of New 

England's Alfond Forum and was modeled after similar 
events held around the country.  The event was 
organized by the Student Leader Building Managers of 
the Harold Alford Forum and overseen by the General 
Manager of The Forum, DJ Whitten. "The Student 
Building Mangers are some of UNE’s finest student 
employees as they play a key role in the Forum’s daily 
operation and receive a scholarship for the work they 
do. In addition to their daily duties to support the building, 
we challenged them back in August 2016 during their 
annual training to collaborate as a team to work towards 
a common charitable goal. The Teddy Bear Toss was the 
event they decided upon," said Cynthia Furber, UNE 
Athletic Department.   

More than 1100 stuffed animals were tossed onto the ice 
as UNE's Andrew Slotnick of the Men's Hockey Team  
and Abby Kinens of the Women's Hockey Team scored 
their first goals. Seeds of Hope Neighborhood Center was 
presented with 100 teddy bears and other stuffed 
animals. Other recipients included the Center for Grieving 
Children, the Morrison Center, Corner Cupboard, Trauma 
Intervention Program and Second Congregational Church 
in Biddeford.  

Organizers have decided to make this an annual event 
due to its popularity and success. (Pictured are UNE 
student leaders and Linda Edgerton, Seeds of Hope 
Development Associate). 

 

BY THE NUMBERS 

In 2016 Seeds of Hope had 230 service encounter days, 
serving approximately 12,500 meals. Thanks to our 
fabulous volunteer teams, we had over 4,200 volunteer 
hours staffing the Center with an in-kind contribution of 
$75,000.  

Due to generous donations from partner organizations 
and businesses we gave out 30 turkeys to families for 
Thanksgiving, invited 35 parents & grandparents to 
“shop” for Christmas gifts in our large toy donation 
supplies, have made up over 150 packages of under 
wear and socks to give away and will be distributing 
Easter Baskets to parents for their children. The 
generosity of our communities is overwhelming! 


