Notes from the Neighborhood – December 2018
In This Issue:
-From the ED

-Winter Wishlist
-Sponsor Spotlight
Program Update
-Volunteer Spotlight
-Scenes from the Beneﬁt
Brunch
-Neighbor Spotlight

Winter Wishlist – in order
of need
-Winter sleeping bags, rated to 0
degrees
-Winter Coats
-Winter gloves – not kni\ed
unless insulated, rated to 0
degrees, M - XL
-Winter wool socks
-New under ware – all sizes for
men and women
- Long (insulated) under ware –
all sizes
-Backpacks – large, but not too
heavy
- Tarps for camping
- Winter Tents
-Gic cards to Walmart for Boots

From the Execueve Director
2018 has been a very excieng year at Seeds of Hope. We
had several aceviees which helped mark our 10th Anniversary,
marking a Decade of Diﬀerence in the Tri-City Communiees. We
sponsored a Meet the Representaeves Night where local, state
and naeonal representaeves (or their staﬀ) learned more about
the work of Seeds of Hope and got to meet with those we serve.
We added a new fundraiser, the Hope 2-Day walk where 16
hearty souls walked 40 miles over 2 days to raise funds for our
various programs. We had a party with past volunteers and Board
members, as well as our many, many supporters. And we help our
6th Annual Beneﬁt Brunch which is a lovely, fun event. Truly a year
of blessings with new and old friends.
As we look ahead we conenue to build a very large
collaboraeve eﬀort to address homelessness in our communiees.
Tomorrow we will be preseneng our work to Biddeford City
Council, invieng them to join our eﬀorts, because ending
homelessness is all of our responsibiliees. We have
representaeves from a wide and diverse group, including those
who have formerly lived outside. We are making an impact and
we believe we can end homelessness. Our Security Deposit
Revolving Loan Fund is helping families and individuals achieve
stable housing, and thanks to returning and new partners we are
helping families with complete Thanksgiving dinners and free
“shopping” for toys for Christmas.

Contact us: General info line—207.571.9601; Rev. Shirley’s desk—207.283.1783
rev.shirley@seedsoLope4me.org

www.seedsoLope4me.org
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Donor Spotlights
One of our new supporters of Seeds of Hope is Saco
Valley Credit Union, and what a wonderful new partner they have
become. Since they came to visit us this fall, they have made a
signiﬁcant ﬁnancial contribueon, donated many blankets for our
neighbors, and helped us, along with the Nonantum in
Kennebunkport, provide Thanksgiving meals to 25 families. We
are truly grateful for their support of our many programs and
aceviees!

Program Update
We’re happy to report that we have been able to
make Security Deposit Revolving Loan Fund loans to 12
families/individuals since we started and have had
wonderful success in loan repayments. This program is
designed to help individuals achieve stable, aﬀordable,
quality housing, establish a posieve relaeonship with
their landlord, establish a checking & savings account
and establish or improve their credit. For many this
opportunity is life changing. We are deeply grateful to
all who have supported this program.

Volunteer Spotlight

Scenes from the Beneﬁt Brunch
Not only does the Nonantum serve an
incredible brunch, we have over 60
businesses donate to our silent auceon and
raﬄe. A great way to end the year!

Neighbor Spotlight – Myth bus;ng
One of the regular myths we work to dispel is the myth of
enetlement – some believing that people living in poverty feel
enetled to receive assistance. This is just not true. Every
request we receive comes with extreme graetude for any help
we can provide and a willingness to “give back” any way they
can. And most do help - picking up trash outside, carrying in
donaeons, and cleaning tables, as just a few examples.

Our volunteer spotlight this edieon is another of our
stellar folks that gives SO much to our neighbors and to
the Center. Lee Major is a reered Coast Guard who,
since his reerement, has served the community
volunteering at Amistad in Portland and now at Seeds
of Hope. He volunteers 3 days/week making sure our
neighbors are well fed, clothed, and given appropriate
referrals to services we don’t provide. He is posieve,
dedicated, and a strong role model and mentor to other
volunteers and those we serve.
Lee is also aceve in his church, helping to serve the
pancake breakfast each week. He frequently states that
for him giving to others is just what we’re supposed to
do and makes li\le fanfare about it.

